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SNOW  SURVEYS  AND  IRRIGATION  WATER  FORECAST? 

FOR 

OREGON  | * 

As  of  January  last,  1937 


Issued  February-  1, 


The  following  data  pertaining  to  snow  surveys  and  irrigation  water 
supply  forecasts  are  provided  by  Bureau  of  Agriculture  1  Engineering  of 
the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  in  cooperation  with  the  Oregon  State 
Engineer,  other  Federal  bureaus  and  local  organizations,  \J 

Status  of  precipitation  as  of  October  1  to  date: 
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3.1+6  -3.18 


Precipitation 


D  -  Departure 


S.E.  -  Southeastern  Oregon  range  lands,  Harney  and  Malheur  Counties 
S.C.  -  Southcentral  Oregon  range  lands,  Lake  County  and  Klamath  County, 

except  the  Cascade  Mountains. 
N.C.  -  Northcentral  Oregon  wheat  and  range  lands,  Crook,  Deschutes, 

Jefferson,  Wheeler  and  part  of  Grant  Counties. 
Col.  Riv.   -  Columbia  River  area  wheat  and  range  lands,  Gilliam,  Morrow, 

Sherman,  Wasco,  and  part  of  Umatilla  Counties. 
Wal,  Mts.  -  Wallowa  Mountain  area  forest  and  range  lands,  Wallowa  and 

part  of  Baker  County, 
Blue  Mts,  -  The  Blue  Mountain  forest  and  range  area,  Union  and  parts  of 

Baker,  Grant  and  Umatilla  Counties. 
Southern  -  Southern  Oregon  irrigated  section,  Jackson  and  Josephine 
Counties . 


Note 


Data  for  the  last  month  shown  above  are  preliminary  only,  as  they 
are  based  on  a  few  stations  only.     Data  for  earlier  months  have 
been  corrected  to  include  all  the  stations  in  climatological  data 
for  the  area. 
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Status  of  Reservoir  storage  as  of  November  1  to  date: 


Eastern  Oregon:     Slight  storage  increase  since  November  1.     Storage  is 
about  the  same  now  as  last  year  at  this  time  except  in  Owyhee  Reservoir 
which  is  now  about  90^  full  as  against  3k%  full  last  year  at  this  time. 

Central  Oregon:  No  appreciable  storage  increase  since  November  1  ex- 
cept in  Crane  Prairie  Reservoir,  which  is  6l±%  full.  Storage  is  about 
the  same  now  as  last  year  at  this  time. 

Southern  Oregon:     No  appreciable  storage  increase  since  November  1  ex- 
cept in  Fish  Lake  Reservoir  which  is  62^  full.     Storage,  on  the  average 
is  about  12/£  better  than  last  year  at  this  time. 

A  number  of  reservoirs  throughout  the  state  are  practically  dry  at  this 
time . 

Comparison  of  snow  cover  with  that  of  previous  years : 


For  Oregon  as  a  whole  the  snow-water  content  above  5^00  feet  averages 
about  70$  of  that  found  at  the  same  time  last  year.     January  precipita- 
tion occurred  largely  in  the  form  of  snow  at  lower  elevations,  resultin 
in  a  greater  average     snow  depth  at  lower  elevations  than  usual. 

Generally  heavy  storms  early  in  February  have  increased  the  snow 
cover  somewhat  over  the  amounts  reported  herein  for  the  last  part  of 
January, 

Soil  of  the  watersheds,  in  general,  is  unfrozen  and  very  dry. 
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